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Summaries
Chapter 5
Political campaigns have shifted from traditional speeches from the rear platform of a campaign train. Currently, there is preferred use of Big sophisticated data to undertake targeted campaigns. Both racial and ethnic factors significantly impact Texas politics. For instance, large voters from Latino and African American origin vote for Democratic candidates during elections. There has been a progressive increase in the number of women being considered for different significant posts in Texas political arenas. In Texas, voting has been encouraged by Texas laws providing early voting of about 17 days before the voting date, and registration is encouraged to ensure all those who turn up to vote to meet all qualifications.
Nonetheless, recently U.S supreme Court and Texas restrictive voter identification law has unfortunately hindered voting participation. There are differences highlighted among elections. Primary elections are defined as elections done by a respective party to nominate an individual candidate to run for public office. In November, general elections are conducted for elected leaders to hold offices, while the governor leads special elections to fill a vacancy.

Chapter 6
From the 1800s to the first half of the 20th century, Texans primarily got their news from newspapers. But in modern times, Texans prefer to get their news sources from the internet and social media. Media plays a vital role in Texas politics by providing information in Texas and the nation. For instance, media has occasionally been used to provide information concerning public policymaking. The media is used by relevant stakeholders such as political leaders and interest groups to plan what the government will or will not consider.
Additionally, media has played an integral role in modern Texas elections campaigns based on the ads run and coverage offered to respective candidates. Nonetheless, there has been an issue or ideological bias in Texas media with evidence of commercial bias and preference to have entertainment news instead of important information. The government has strived to put regulations on the press. On the other hand, across Texas media, there is an underrepresentation of women and ethnic minorities. The shift in the media in Texas has declined in media reporters for respective newspaper outlets. Nonetheless, appreciation of digital media provides more opportunities for innovation and citizen participation. 
Chapter 7
Interest groups are recognized to act on behalf of public members to influence policy decisions done by respective governments—reasons such as cultural or legal influence interest groups. Being involved in an interest group allows members to have both information and opportunities to be active participants in the political process. Popular interest groups that influence government policies and policymakers are involved in economic issues, professions, public employment matters, public good, and social issues. A quality that makes an interest group successful is the availability of financial resources and success rates. 
There are significant activities that interest groups use to influence the Texas government, such as recruiting candidates for office, shaping consensus issues, and provide an outlet for concerned citizens. Fundamental techniques used by interest groups are personal communication, lobbying, offering favours and gifts, and grassroots activities. Texas Ethics Commission regulates interest groups. Additionally, Texas campaign finance laws are best observed by respective interest groups. 

Chapter 8
The Texas legislature is a bicameral legislature that comprises 31 senators who have been elected for four years and 150 representatives elected for two-year terms. Membership of the Texas legislature requires all legislators to be U.S citizens and must have qualified Texas voters and residents of their respective districts for about one year. Additionally, it is one year for representatives, minimum age of 21 years, and two years for senators with a minimum age of 26 years for the minimum Texas residence. The majority of the legislators are paid an average of $7 2000 annually in basic salary. 
A distinction between the Texas House of Representatives and Texas Senate is lieutenant governor presides over Senate while Speaker presides over House. But in both House of Representative and Senate, they appoint committee members and name committee chairs and vice-chairs for particular chambers. Texas legislature has respective responsibilities, including adopting a public policy, check the power of executive and judiciary, and being directly involved in both investigative and impeachment control. There are influences on legislator's voting decisions by respective third parties such as governors, research organizations, state officials, and media. 
Chapter 9
All gubernatorial candidates are required to meet all constitutional requirements for the office, such as be a Texas resident, minimum age of 30 years, U.S citizen, and acknowledgment of a Supreme Being. Referencing Texas history, republicans often win most of the posts. Gubernatorial elections impact campaign funds on politics of governorship were after elections. Serious candidates are required to procure substantial campaign funds. Additionally, the governors reward large campaign donors by offering them essential government posts. Texas laws and constitutions offer governors financial rewards of about $153,750 annually, travel and security funds, fringe benefits, and sizable staff.
Nonetheless, there are succession plans in place if a governor either dies or is removed from office. Governors have informal powers based on symbols, traditions, and ceremonies. Current modern governors identified enhancing their conversational abilities through public appearances using traditional and electronic media and family support. Governors are required to evaluate their budgetary power of legislature based on their strong veto powers, such as line-item veto. There is share power of executive and legislative branches encountered in delivering messages to legislature, signing or vetoing bills and concurrent resolutions, and calling extraordinary legislature sessions. Governors have some power over the judicial branch of state government by filling vacancies on state posts due to creating a new state course of judge death, removal from office, or resignation. But all governors are required to share executive power with the lieutenant governor and all four elected department heads (state comptroller, attorney general, land commissioner, and agriculture commissioner). Bureaucracy plays a vital role in governing the state of Texas through commissions, state boards, and departments. 
Chapter 10
Texas laws include both civil laws and criminal law. The role of courts is to settle disputes based on rules. Some sources of Texas state law are statutes, state constitutions, common laws, and regulations. Both constitutional and statutory laws are used to create a state’s court system. Texas has local, county, tribal, and appellate courts. The majority of the Texas judges are elected based on popular, partisan elections. The civil justice system comprises contract cases, tort cases, juvenile justice cases, and family law matters. 
In Texas, the highest appellate court for civil cases is Texas Supreme Court. Criminal law is identified to regulate many types of behaviours. The protections built into the law for accused felons specifically include defendants advised of constitutional rights and suitable for appointed counsel if one is needy and right to trial based on the jury. But in capital murder cases, the defendant can waive the right to a jury trial. 

Chapter 11
Texas budgeting and taxing policies are low. The county utilizes a regressive tax system due to heavy reliance on sales tax, and it has no state income tax. Additionally, Texans oblige the state to operate with a balanced budget, minimize borrowing and limit heavy spending on social services. Texas state generates revenue from taxes, fees, sales of assets, gambling revenues, investments, and federal governments to fund respective states' services. The legislative Budget Board and governor's office of Budget and Policy are necessary to prepare proposed budgets. 
The state is effective in financing public services such as public education and public health. For instance, preference to pride affordable medical care is an important state issue despite the prevailing Affordable Care Act. This is an illustration of the county's commitment to health over the years. Additionally, the state has infrastructure needs such as repairing all states' roads and bridges, developing roadways, and provides water to all residents. 
Chapter 12
Bureaucracy plays a significant role in shaping the nature of public policy in Texas. Thus, it is integral to understand models and policymaking processes that are central in shaping the heart of the policy. Challenges faced by Texas education is attaining desired educational excellence at a price Texas taxpayers can afford and voters will support. Testing is controversial across Texas as a way to score distinction. Additionally, Texas schools are a challenge with changing the student body to be diverse. Unfortunately, health and human services programs in Texas are politically weak and poorly funded. Preference to privatize service delivery across Texas has resulted in debates if deregulation is more effective to protect public interests.
On the other hand, Texas immigration policy has contradictions that reflect states' reality, with leaders expressing concern regarding border security. In turn, leaders have passed laws that ideally are designed to protect the border better. Notably, Texas, unlike other states, has not passed solid anti-immigrant policies. 
Chapter 13
Criminal law regulates different types of behaviours. For instance, less severe crimes are classified as Class A, B, or C misdemeanours, resulting in fines or detention in Texas county jail. For brutal crimes such as state-jail felonies, first, second, and third-degree felonies, and capital felonies. Different policies have been adopted to deal with respective criminal justice issues such as hate crimes and drug abuse. Texas is one of the 31 states in the U.S that has the death penalty. Over the years, there have been concerns raised with the method and usage of the death penalty.
Recently, there are shifts in the correction system with emphasis placed on the rehabilitative role of incarcerations. For instance, the Texas Department of Criminal Justice has a four-pronged mission to address concerns of correction and rehabilitation with the intent to promote positive behavioural changes. The juvenile justice system deals with the punishment and rehabilitation of juveniles ages ten years and 16 years administered through Texas Family Code. There are concerns raised with the Texas justice system, such as overcrowding, mental illness in prisons, and effects of technological and institutional racism. 
 

